
The raised Bloomingdale rail corridor, owned by Canadian Pacific Railway and unused for several years, presents an
opportunity for the creation of an elevated linear park that includes a trail and passive areas. In addition to providing
a new transportation route that could connect to existing bike lanes to the north, south and east, the greenway would
afford recreational opportunities and improved aesthetics for area residents. Access points, approximately every six to
nine blocks, along with a passive river edge on its eastern end, would provide additional opportunities for greenspace
creation.

Potential new open space—12.4 acres

Next Steps
• Assess the structural integrity of 37 viaducts along the route.
• Conduct environmental assessment.
• If feasible, identify potential funding sources for park development and potential viaduct repair 

and replacement costs.
• Negotiate rail line acquisition from Canadian Pacific Railway.
• Examine the potential acquisition of riverside land at 1501 W. Cortland Ave. 

4. Create a Bloomingdale Linear Park

Existing Conditions

Examples of New Design
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